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  Unit IV: CONFLICT AVOIDANCE 
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 THE MISSILES OF OCTOBER
      OCTOBER 16 – OCTOBER 29, 1962
"Mr. President, there is now hard photographic evidence that the Russians have offensive missiles in Cuba."
                                                                                                                                                    -McGeorge Bundy, National Security Advisor
SUMMARY OF THE CAUSE OF THE CONFLICT:

In May 1962, Nikita Khrushchev conceived the idea of placing intermediate-range nuclear missiles in Cuba as a means of countering an emerging lead of the United States in developing and deploying strategic missiles. He also presented the scheme as a means of protecting Cuba from another United States-sponsored invasion, such as the failed attempt at the Bay of Pigs in 1961. 

After obtaining Fidel Castro's approval, the Soviet Union worked quickly and secretly to build missile installations in Cuba. On October 16, President John Kennedy was shown reconnaissance photographs of Soviet missile installations under construction in Cuba. After seven days of guarded and intense debate in the United States administration, during which Soviet diplomats denied that installations for offensive missiles were being built in Cuba, President Kennedy, in a televised address on October 22, announced the discovery of the installations and proclaimed that any nuclear missile attack from Cuba would be regarded as an attack by the Soviet Union and would be responded to accordingly.  This crisis would last 13 days.
HISTORICAL PERSONS:
EX-COMM AND AMERICAN GOVERNMENT
President John F. Kennedy – Elected in 1960, the Democratic President is in his 2nd year in the White House
Robert F. Kennedy – Attorney-General

Dean Rusk- Secretary of State 
Robert McNamara – Secretary of Defense

George Ball – Assist. Sec. of Defense

Douglas Dillion – Secretary of Treasury
David Powers - Special Assistant to the President

John McCone - Director CIA

Adlai Stevenson – US Ambassador to the United Nations

McGeorge Bundy – Special Assistant for National Security Affairs

Theodore Sorensen –Special Counsel

Pierre Salinger -Whitehouse Press Secretary

Kenneth O'Donnell - Special Assistant to the President

Llewellyn Thompson - Former U.S. Ambassador to the Soviet Union
Dean Acheson – Former Secretary of State under Eisenhower
U.S. MILITARY PERSONNEL

Gen. Maxwell Taylor – Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
Gen. Shoup - USMC Commandant

Gen. Curtis LeMay - Air Force Chief of Staff

CIVILIANS

W.E. Knox, President of American Corporation Westinghouse International 

John Scali - ABC Correspondent
 RUSSIANS AND FOREIGNERS

  Nikita Khrushchev- General-Secretary of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union

  Andrei Gromyko – Russian Foreign Minister 

  Ambassador Anatoly Dobrynin - Russian Ambassador to the U.S
[image: image4.png]3 usa
u Sovie missil st
nCuba
° Maprcty
,7 usnal
" bockadeof Cuba

Denver

sait




  Ambassador Valerian Zorin- Russian ambassador to the UN
  U Thant - U.N. Secretary-General

  Fidel Castro – Communist Dictator of Cuba
1. Summarize briefly the event known as the “Bay of Pigs”:

2. Day 1- How does the US discover that the Soviet Union has place offensive medium and intermediate ranged nuclear missiles in Cuba?     What is a U-2?
3. This missile will be operational in 10 days.   How is US reaction time to a Soviet first strike reduced by having missiles in Cuba? 
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What is the Soviet Presidium?
5. What does Khrushchev believe he knows of President Kennedy? (Story of the farmer)
6. Range of Soviet offensive missile: 

Medium ranged nuclear weapons – 1,000 miles.  Targeted cities/areas:

Intermediate Nuclear Weapons – 2,200 miles – Targeted cities/areas:

7. What two military strategies emerge as Ex-Comm debates?  What are their pros and cons? 
                                        You may add to this as the film progresses.
	
	Strategy #1?:

___________________________________
	Strategy #2?:

 _______________________________________

	Pros
	
	

	Cons
	
	


8. What are the possible strengths and weaknesses of the four possible diplomatic strategies? 
	
	1. Confront Gromyko 

Directly
	2. Send emissary directly to Khrushchev
	3. Send emissary to Castro in Cuba
	4. Bypass Soviet and to directly to the UN

	Advantages


	
	
	
	

	Disadvantages
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9. Day 3 – How does the U.S. military believe Russia will respond to air strikes against their facilities in Cuba?  Does President Kennedy agree?

10. When Russian Foreign Minister Gromyko visits the White House what does he say when President Kennedy asks him about Soviet strategic bases in Cuba and offensive weapons?

11. Day 4 – Can the military guarantee that an air strike will take out 100% of the missiles in Cuba?  What are the possible consequences?
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How do Congressional leaders react to President Kennedy’s blockade of Cuba?
13. What does Kennedy tell the American people about the crisis? 
14. Is there any ‘ray of light’ in Khrushchev’s first letter to Kennedy?

15. Why does Bobby Kennedy have dinner with Ambassador Dobrynin?
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16. How does Kennedy manage to give Khrushchev time to work with the Presidium to find a solution?

17. Day 9 – Why does Khrushchev meet with the American President of Westinghouse, W. E. Knox?

18. Secretary-General of the UN, U Thant, suggests what course of action?

19. If the US navy and Soviet submarine exchanges fire, where does Ex-Comm fear the Soviet’s will strike?
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Explain, “We were eyeball to eyeball and the other fella just blinked!”

21. How does OAS vote? Why is this so important? Does Soviet Ambassador to the UN Valerian Zorin admit the presence of Russian nukes in Cuba at the UN?  How does Ambassador Stevenson respond?

22. 11th Day – Medium Range missiles are operational.  What additional orders does Kennedy give in the preparation for the invasion of Cuba?

23. Why does Russian official Alexander Forman meet with ABC New correspondent, John Scali?

24. What does Khrushchev’s second letter propose as a solution?

25. What new element does the Presidium add to the proposed solution? How do Kennedy and Ex-Comm react to it? 
26. What action did Kennedy plan to take if a U-2 was shot down over Cuba?  Does he?  If Kennedy orders the US military to take out the SAMs, where does he fear the Russian’s will strike?
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When an American U-2 accidentally enters Soviet air space, what does Kennedy order regarding the US nuclear arsenal?

28. What is Bobby Kennedy’s solution to the crisis?

29. Where to Kennedy and Khrushchev go on the nights of the 12th day of the Cuban Missile Crisis?

30. Day 13- What is the final agreement that avoids a nuclear World War III?
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