AP PSYCHOLOGY:  Example experiment -- Experimenters will determine if eating peanuts will improve the recall of lists of words that were memorized by subjects.
Experimental Design Chart

This is a chart that gives a good overview example of how two groups could be compared.  

· What is a likely hypothesis with this example? (put into the “if-then” format)

· What are some situation-relevant variables that could alter the outcome?

· Where is there observation as part of experimentation?

· What is the independent variable?

· What is the dependent variable?

· Given the hypothesis you have created, what kinds of variable could affect the outcome that were not anticipated by the experimenter?

· How can this design be made safer by reducing experimenter effects?

· What role does the placebo play?

· What role may confounding variables play, if any?

· Is the experiment ethical?

Remember that some other ideas must be a part of any experiment: 

· Random selection of subjects for inclusion in this study

· Random placement into either Experimental Group or Control Group

· Representativeness of Sample Population to Population

· Statistical Significance of findings



Hypothesis








Experimental Group





Control


Group





Study


List





Study


List





Placebo?








Peanuts








Recall


Scores





Compare


Two Groups








Recall


Scores








